
 

 

 
 
 
To the Soldiers Beach Committee, 
 
Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Simon Falconer – Life Membership Nomination 
 
I am writing to formally and wholeheartedly endorse Simon Falconer for Life Membership. Having known 
Simon for more than 30 years, I can confidently say that his unwavering dedication, outstanding 
leadership, and integrity make him an exceptional candidate and a true role model within our club and 
wider community. 
 
During my time serving on the committee and as Club President, I witnessed firsthand the enormous 
contribution Simon has made to the growth, stability, and success of the club. His commitment has 
consistently gone above and beyond what could reasonably be expected of a volunteer member. 
 
Simon played a pivotal role in securing essential corporate sponsorships and rebuilding critical community 
relationships that greatly benefited the club. Through his professionalism, persistence, and strong 
community connections, he helped regain the trust and support of organisations including the Freemasons, 
Bendigo Bank, and Halekulani Bowling Club, while also securing sponsorships from Specialty Cereals, LJ 
Hooker, and Bulls Pick Up. These partnerships provided not only valuable financial support, but also 
strengthened the club’s standing within the local community. 
 
Beyond sponsorship and administration, Simon has always led by example through his hands-on 
involvement and tireless volunteer work. He has personally organised and supported countless fundraising 
events, club BBQs, and community activities, while proudly representing the club as a competitor across 
multiple levels of surf lifesaving. His passion and pride for the organisation have always been evident in 
everything he does. 
 
Simon’s commitment to personal development and mentoring others has also been a defining feature of 
his service. Early in his lifesaving journey, he was selected to attend National Leadership Camps, 
demonstrating the leadership potential that he has continued to fulfil throughout his years of service. 
 
Most notably, during one of the most challenging periods in the club’s history, Simon demonstrated 
exceptional leadership, resilience, and commitment. He played a critical role in guiding the club through 
difficult circumstances and helping restore a positive, stable, and successful direction for the future. 
 
To ensure the ongoing stability and operation of the club, Simon selflessly undertook an extraordinary 
number of responsibilities across several key leadership positions, including President, Secretary, Chief 
Training Officer (CTO), Junior Club Captain, and Vice Club Captain. His willingness to step into whatever 
role was needed highlights his dedication to the club above personal recognition. 
 
 
 
Simon’s lifelong commitment to surf lifesaving has been formally recognised through the awarding of his 
25 Years Long Service Award and the National Medal with 1st Clasp — achievements that reflect decades 
of dedicated volunteer service to both the club and the community. 
 
Simon embodies the very essence of what Life Membership represents: dedication, leadership, service, 
integrity, and an enduring commitment to others. I have absolutely no hesitation in recommending Simon 
Falconer for Life Membership, an honour that he has more than earned through his exceptional 
contribution and longstanding service. 



 

 

 
Please find attached his details as seen before.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

Darcy Waller 

Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
11.2 Life Members 
(a) The club committee may recommend to the annual general meeting that any natural person who has 
rendered distinguished service to the Association and Surf Life Saving, where such service is deemed to 
have assisted the advancement of the Association and Surf Lifesaving at Soldiers Beach be appointed as a 
Life Member 
(b) A resolution of the Annual General Meeting to confer Life Membership (subject to clause  11.2) on the 
recommendation of the club Committee must be a Special Resolution  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

A Brief History on Simon Falconer: 
 
Simon officially joined Soldiers Beach SLSC as a red cap on the 30/8/1986. During his time as a nipper he 
was an active competitor, winning many club championships, winning Branch medals and making state 
Finals. He was also involved in promoting the club through the many bucket brigades, fundraising and even 
marching with the surf club float at The Entrance Mardi Gras yearly.  
In the 1993/94 season Simon was a part of the Inaugural Rookie Lifesaver Program (buddied up with life 
member Craig Andrews) and in the 1994/95 season Simon gained his Surf Life Saving Certificate.  
During Simons junior and cadet years he was awarded: 
Nipper of the Year 1994/95 
Junior Club Person of the Year 1995/96 
Junior Club Person of the Year 1998/99 
Patrol Person of the Year 2002/03 
Inaugural winner of the John Axford Award for Meritorious Duties 2002/03 
Club Person of The Year 24/25 and 25/26 season.  
 
Simon has gained many awards whilst being a part of the club, please see attachment. These have been 
used to help improve himself and the people around him: 
Bronze medallion 1996 
SM IRB drivers 1998 
Training Officer Bronze 2004 
Training Officer SRC 2004 
Train Small Groups 2005 
SM Patrol Captain 2023 
Officials Technical Certificate 2023 
Rescue Water Craft (Central Coast Operations) 2025 
25yrs National Patrol Long Service  
25yrs Long Service 
National Medal 1st Clasp 
 
Simon has also represented the club at State and National level as a competitor and Club Ambassador. 
National Leadership Development Camp 2000 
National Leaders Masterclass 2023 

 

Introduction: 
 
As a longstanding and dedicated member, Simon has devoted much of his time, energy, and expertise 
towards the advancement of our association and the noble cause of Surf Lifesaving at Soldiers Beach. 
Please find a list of Simons accomplishments: 
 
1. Nipper of the Year (1994/1995):  
This early recognition marked the beginning of Simons journey within the club, instilling a passion for surf 
lifesaving and community service. 
 
2. Junior Club Person of the Year (1995/1996 - 1998/1999): 
Consistent dedication and commitment led to consecutive acknowledgments of Simons contributions to 
the club during his formative years. During this time Simon gained his Bronze Medallion (96) and IRBD (97), 
completing all of his rostered patrols, he was active in a surf boat team, and competed at Aussies (97/98) 
as part of the club.    
 
 



 

 

3. Junior Club Captain (1997/1998):  
Assuming leadership responsibilities at a young age, Simon actively fostered a positive environment within 
the junior ranks, promoting teamwork and sportsmanship. This was achieved by reaching out to the youth 
and organising an end of season trip (with help) to Foster, where the youth participated in fun and games 
over the weekend and gained a great relationship with the Foster surf Club.   
 
4. Vice Club Captain (2003/2004): 
Stepping into a more senior role, Simon supported the club's leadership in various capacities, further 
deepening his understanding of its operations and challenges. Simon participated in Club Meetings and 
shadowed Mick Raby (Club Captain), by doing this he was able to learn the policies, procedures and 
governance to further his advancement in SLSA.  
 
5. President (2022-Present):  
Serving as President, Simon has endeavoured to steer the club towards greater heights, implementing 
strategic initiatives, and fostering a culture of inclusivity and excellence. His advocacy for infrastructure 
improvements and efforts in securing resources for the enhancement of our facilities have significantly 
contributed to the overall growth and sustainability of Soldiers Beach Surf Club.  
Some of the infrastructure improvements Simon has obtained through meetings with Emma McBride MP, 
David Harris MP and Council representatives: new lift, new floors in bar and kitchen, new ceiling on 
veranda, surf club repainted inside and outside, and hopefully better mobile reception, overseen roof 
replacement, window replacement in 2026/27.  
 

6. Secretary/CTO/JAC /Sponsorship grants (2025-26 season) 

This season Simon took on several roles which were left vacant throughout the season. Although it was not 
official, Simon organised and arranged many training programs, awards and attended branch education 
meetings. He was also responsible for many of the grants that club received and chasing up sponsorship 
with the Freemasons, Bendigo, The Ary, Doylo Lifestyle group. He helped run the nippers with the help of 
Kate Keys and as secretary was responsible for correspondence, uploading minutes sending out agendas.  
 

7. National Leadership Development Camp (2000) & National Leadership Masterclass (2023): These 
experiences enriched his  leadership skills and provided invaluable insights into best practices within the 
broader Surf Lifesaving community. Simons exemplary leadership skills and willingness to mentor others 
have inspired countless members of our club to strive for excellence. His guidance has helped shape the 
next generation of lifesavers, instilling in them the values of teamwork, discipline, and dedication.   
 
8. Qualifications:  
Simon has obtained essential qualifications including the Bronze Medallion, Advanced Resuscitation 
Techniques Certificate (ARTC), Inflatable Rescue Boat (IRB) drivers certification, SM Patrol Captain and 
served as a Training Officer for Bronze/SRC in 2004. His involvement in our training programs has been 
invaluable. Whether through conducting training sessions, sharing his expertise and knowledge, or 
developing educational materials, he has played a vital role in equipping our members with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to excel in their lifesaving duties. 
 
9. Fundraising and Sponsorship:  
Actively involved in fundraising efforts and securing sponsorships, Simon has contributed to the financial 
stability and growth of our club; ensuring resources are available for essential activities and programs.  
As a junior he actively participated in Bucket Brigades at Lakehaven shopping centre, drop a coin at Toukley 
shops, volunteered in the canteen (Leanne Mason).  
Specialty Cereals (Vogels): Set of new oars for the boaties ($4.7k), Sponsorship of inter-branch 
Championships held at Soldiers Beach 2001/02 ($1k donation plus breakfast provided for officials and work 



 

 

party), Monetary donation made at Junior Presentation ($1k donation) Tony Axford and Darcy Waller can 
witness this. 
LJ Hooker/Bulls Pick Up and Removals: 3 new gazebos for club use ($3.6k), Board covers for new Nipper 
boards ($3.2k) Matt Keys can witness this, secured a 3yr sponsorship paid in full this season. 
2023 Organised can recycling cages: so far nearly 30000 cans and bottles have been recycled generating 
approximately $3000 in revenue.  
Helped gain sponsorship with Lions Club of Toukley, HS Express.    
Organised a community fun day with the Burns Support Foundation (CTO helped with preparing the 
education program)  
Has Built a working relationship with the Clontarf Foundation opening the door for larger and diverse 
membership growth. 
Community information day at Toukley Lions Market. 
Regained the confidence and secured multiple sponsorship deals with Freemasons (First aid and gym 
equipment, pool entry for swimming approx. $20k) and Bendigo Bank (Membership reimbursement 
scheme approx. $24k over 3yrs.   
Halekulani (new motor, oars and rowlocks). Helped secure sponsorship with The Doylo and The Ary.  
 
10. Long Service Recognition:  
Simon has received the 25 years of patrol Long Service recognition, a testament to his enduring 
commitment and dedication to patrolling our shores and ensuring the safety of beachgoers; with over 
1700hrs he has helped keep Soldiers safe during the patrolling season. Simon will be eligible for 30yrs long 
service next season.   
 
11. National Recognition:  
Additionally, Simon has been awarded the prestigious National Medal with 1st Clasp, symbolizing national 
acknowledgment of his contributions to Surf Lifesaving. He has also represented the club at 2 National 
Leadership Courses. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Simons extensive involvement is deemed to have assisted the advancement of the Association and Surf 
Lifesaving at Soldiers Beach through his leadership roles and his dedication over the 39 Years as a member, 
has reflected his unwavering commitment to the core values and objectives of the Association, as a 
volunteer and conduct, encourage, promote, advance and control Surf Lifesaving at Soldiers Beach, its 
many aspects devoted to aquatic safety and management and the preservation of life in the aquatic 
environment. 
Conduct or commission research and development for improvements in methods of surf lifesaving and surf 
lifesaving equipment and in all ways to improve and safeguard the use of the aquatic environment. 
  
Simon has demonstrated leadership qualities over the past four years as President. He has lead the 
Executive team through some very tough decisions and thus ensuring the Club is financially viable for years 
to come. He has promoted the economic and community service success, strength and stability of the 
Association. 
Simon has ensured that a building preventive maintenance program for the years ahead has been 
negotiated with Council; this is the first this has happened since the new Club had been built.   
  
Simon ensured that he reviewed and/or determine any matters relating to Surf Lifesaving which may arise, 
or be referred to it, by any Member, and address it. 
 
He is deeply grateful for the opportunities to serve and contribute to the advancement of our association 
and Surf Lifesaving at Soldiers Beach.  
  
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

1 April 2024 
 
To Whom it May Concern 
 
I have been an Active Member at Soldiers Beach Surf Life Saving Club (SBSLSC) since 
attaining my Bronze Medallion in February, 2009. 
During the intervening period, and in addition to undertaking rostered Patrol duties, I have 
held the following positions at SBSLC: 
• Vice Patrol Captain 
• Patrol Captain 
• Training Officer - BM/SRC 
• Vice Director of Surf Eduation 
• Radio Officer 
 
I have also been afforded the honour of receiving the following accolades: 
• SBSLSC 'Clubman of the Year' (2010-2011 Season) 
• SLSCC Branch ’Trainer of the Year’ (2012) 
 
I have known Simon Falconer since commencing rostered patrol activity and can attest 
that he frequently joined my patrol as a Volunteer throughout each season in order to 
accrue his minimum patrol hours requirement, which I understand was necessary to fit in 
with his full-time employment/shiftwork obligations. 
 
Simon is a highly skilled and experienced patrol member and has always been open to 
sharing his knowledge with new members. He has assisted myself and the broader Surf 
Education Team on numerous occasions with both theoretical and practical training of BM 
and SRC candidates. 
 
I trust the above is of assistance with regard to the determination of Simon’s Life 
Membership nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dennis Williams 
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